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skilful statesman, who, an aristocrat by birth and inclina-
tion, from this time guided the foreign policy of England
in the manner of a masterly demagogue.   Lord Palmerston
sprang from a very old Anglo-Saxon family, which had been
famous long before the Norman Conquest; in modern times
the house of Temple had always been an ornament of the
Whig party.    Young Viscount Henry, however, went over
to the Tories without any compunction, because the Whigs,
in those Napoleonic days, could not hope for power.   At the
age of two-and-twenty he was Lord of the Admiralty,1 two
years later Secretary at War;2 and, by his ardent though
irregular industry, he acquired such a thorough knowledge
of State affairs that he could no longer fail to get an official
position.   He was the most permanent of all the English
ministers : of the fifty-eight years of life which remained to
him after his entry into office, he spent forty-eight on the
ministerial benches.   In the years when he helped to equip
the army against Napoleon, he soon accumulated a rich
store of diplomatic experience, and, in his first great parlia-
mentary speeches, he boldly announced the leading idea of
his political life.    He justified the expedition of the fleet
against Copenhagen with the simple words :   ' In this case,
the law of nature is stronger than the law  of nations/
Consequently England, in time of peace and for the sake of
her own preservation, was to make a marauding attack on
a small neighbouring State.   The momentary advantage, the
' expediency/ as he liked to call it, excused the breach of
faith and law.   A politician through and through, without
any feeling for art or for the ideal forces in human life, but
free from self-conceit and sentimentality, he always followed
his   inborn   practical   instincts;    principles   and   theories
hampered him as little as conscientious scruples.    He knew
that he would make his way, if only he could continue in
the saddle;  he quietly declined a high office for which he
f eltjjimself not yet equal, and afterwards, without grumbling,

1  In the Portland administration, formed in March 1807.

2  In the Percival administration, formed in October 1809,